
 
2016 Faculty Colloquium Session Information 

 
12th Annual Faculty Colloquium: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 at the Western Campus 
 
The finalized Colloquium Program will be available on Faculty Central soon. Please refer to the below 
session descriptions to register for sessions A, B, C and D in TEC by Friday, Dec. 18, 2015. Participants 
will receive a schedule with their registered events and room numbers the morning of Colloquium.  If 
you have registration questions, please contact Kara.DePaul@tri-c.edu.  
 
Colloquium Schedule: 
Registration/Breakfast: 8:00 - 8:30 A.M in the Field House 
Welcome/Convene: 8:30 - 8:45 A.M in the Field House 
Session A: 9:00 - 10:15 A.M in rooms TBA 
Session B: 10:30 - 11:45 A.M in rooms TBA 
Lunch: 11:45 A.M - 12:45 P.M in the Field House 
Session C: 1:00 - 2:30 P.M in rooms TBA 
Session D: 3:00 - 4:30 P.M (optional) 

 
SESSION A: 9:00 – 10:15 A.M. 
 
A1  
Studio 101: What Do You Do with an Idea? 
Erika Bell, Community Relations Manager, Metro 
Brenda Boshela, Reading Specialist, Metro 
Brian Hall, Associate Professor, English, Metro 
Courtney Kelley, Assistant Professor, Psychology, Metro 
Brad Lipinski, Lecturer, Philosophy, Metro 
Lindsay Milam, Assistant Professor, English, Metro 
Trista Powers, Assistant Professor, English, Metro 
Metro’s Studio 101 team invites you to imagine a non-traditional learning space as an educational studio 
promoting collaboration and playful thinking. Participants will see how faculty and staff have used 
Legos, Play-Doh, pictures and more to turn their classes into active and collaborative learning spaces. 
  
A2  
X Marks the Spot: A Faculty Member’s Journey Modifying Curriculum  
Jennifer Dietz, Assistant Professor, Medical Assisting, Metro 
Rachel Harmon, Senior Instructional Designer, Center for Learning Excellence, Westshore 

mailto:Kara.DePaul@tri-c.edu


This session follows one faculty member’s journey working with an instructional designer to modify 
learning materials to meet accrediting needs and to support student success 
 
A3  
The Impact of Academic Mindset on Student Performance  
Roberta Hendrick, Associate Professor, English as a Second Language, Metro 
Denise McCory, Dean, Student Affairs, Metro 
The session will explore the growth mindset and social belonging. Participants will learn the science 
behind each mindset, see how these concepts are being used in new student convocation and learn 
practical tools and techniques to apply in the classroom.  
 
A4    
Tools for Assessing Participation for Student Success and Engagement  
Rebecca Carte, Assistant Professor, Spanish, Metro 
Active participation in the classroom can help students stay engaged and increase learning. However, as 
a category of assessment, it may be difficult to quantify student participation in an objective way. This 
workshop aims to discuss best practices and present the Participation Portfolio and Logbook as a tool for 
assessing participation.    
 
A5  
Student Technology Survey 
Jerry Hourigan, VP, Chief Information Officer, JSTC 
Sam LiPuma, Associate Professor, Philosophy, West 
Sasha Thackaberry, Director, eLearning Technologies, JSTC     
How does technology affect Tri-C students? Are we meeting their needs? How does technology affect 
student success? We will share the results of the FY15 Technology Governance Committee survey that 
was sent out to all students in March 2015.  
 
A6  
Simulation and Computational Tools to Enhance STEM Classrooms  
Edward Tetteh-Lartey, Assistant Professor, Physics, West 
Participants will learn ways to incorporate computation, simulation and modeling tools into STEM 
classrooms to enhance teaching and learning. There will be a demonstration of tools and an open 
discussion that covers, among other things, how STEM faculty may have already used such tools and 
how new users can get started.  
 
A7  
Men's Shed: A Model for Preventive Men's Health 
David Jones, Assistant Professor, Physical Education, Metro 
Men's Shed is an innovative Australian grassroots project that empowers older men by forming social 
networks that act as central hubs to provide health information and life skills.  Hear how individual 
sheds build members' self-worth through philanthropy while providing a forum for health issues. While 
a community-based project, the sheds provide internships and practical involvement for students and 
faculty.   
 
A8  
Note: Session A8 has moved to Session C16.  
 
 



A9   
Study Abroad: The Global Classroom 
Rebecca Kapley, Adjunct Faculty , Biology, West 
Herbert Mausser, Assistant Dean, Honors and Experiential Learning Programs, District 
Kimberly Ochs, Assistant Professor, Biology, East (in absentia)  
Interested in learning more about the College’s study abroad program or thinking about offering a 
course abroad? The first steps in developing a course abroad will be explored, along with things to 
consider and potential pitfalls that might be encountered. We will share the new Tri-C Study Abroad 
Faculty Handbook.   
 
A10  
We Get to Watch Music Videos? Creative Approaches to Engaging Students in Textual Analysis  
Amy Cruickshank, Assistant Professor, English, West 
Ben Morgenstein, Assistant Professor, English, West  
Are you interested in incorporating popular media into your classes to help renew your teaching and 
engage your students?  We will be discussing our use of YouTube, Netflix and other media to explore 
gender issues, education controversies, the alienating effects of technology and other topics.  We are 
focusing primarily on composition-based textual analysis, but the media and issues could easily work in 
other disciplines. 
 
A11 Lecture/Discussion  
The Changing Times: Drugs, Alcohol, Students and What Faculty Should Know  
Kevin Berg, Assistant Professor, Counseling, West  
Addiction to drugs, tobacco or alcohol is present in a majority of U.S. families. This workshop will 
entertain while covering drug trends, impacts on the classroom, recognizing intoxication and withdrawal 
symptoms, and what faculty members should do if they are worried about a student’s use.  
 
A12  
Bringing the Community into the Classroom 
Michelle Rankins, Lecturer, English, East   
This session provides information on ways to bring community members and resources into the 
classroom to create an enhanced learning experience for students.   
 
A13  
What Is My Student Trying to Say? A Discussion on How to Make Students Realize Tone and Audience 
When Using Electronic Forms of Communication  
Athena Mericsko, Assistant Professor, English, West 
Melissa Zagata, Assistant Professor, English, West  
Ahhh, that dreaded, cryptic and poorly constructed message sent to you by a student. When the 
structural issues with an email start to overtake the actual intention of the message, then it’s time for 
intervention. This session will discuss ways to remedy electronic communication issues in hopes of 
setting your students on the path to clear and effective future correspondences.  
 
A14  
CLOA and You: What's the News on Your Newest Governance Committee?  
Anne Distler, Associate Professor, Chemistry, Westshore 
Amy Eugene, Director, Learning Outcomes Assessment, JSTC 
Pat Stansberry, Assistant Professor, English, Metro 
Committee on Learning Outcomes Assessment 



The Committee on Learning Outcomes Assessment was approved by faculty counterparts and the 
administration just this year, and it has already made tremendous strides. This panel discussion is your 
chance to learn what's new and what's coming next.   
  
A15  
Save 100K Year 2: Increasing Textbook Dollars Saved 
Robin Kelly, Assistant Professor, Marketing, West 
Cheryl Knight, Senior Instructional Designer, Center for Learning Excellence, Metro 
Johnie Reed, Lecturer, Business Administration, Metro 
Michael Wilkins, Associate Professor, Mathematics, Metro 
Over the past two years, we have had a grassroots textbook affordability project called Save100K. A 
faculty panel will share their experiences using free or reduced-cost materials. Hear about the project, 
learn of available resources and ask questions so students can save even more money next year. 
 
A16   
How Do Students in Developmental Math and English Address International Hunger and Local 
Poverty? 
Rhonda Fabrizi, Assistant Professor, English, Metro 
Jennifer Hirz, Lecturer, Mathematics, West 
Danita White, Assistant Professor, English, Metro 
Learn how your colleagues in math and English are using service learning with their students. The 
presenters will share how projects such as fundraisers, after-school tutoring and donation drives engage 
students in meaningful, curriculum-driven civic engagement. The group will also discuss future projects, 
like a poverty simulation.  
 

SESSION B: 10:30 – 11:45 A.M. 
 
B1   
Growing Study Abroad and Internationalization  
John Kerezy, Associate Professor, Journalism & Mass Communication, West  
Want to help Tri-C improve its short-term study abroad programs, develop cross-cultural relationships 
with other colleges and universities, and use both as a tool to improve student success? Attendees will 
learn more about the benefits of study abroad and internationalization activities at community colleges, 
then participate in one of three breakout sessions aimed at helping Tri-C improve its short-term study 
abroad and internationalization programs. 
 
B2   
Gamified FYE  
Sasha Thackaberry, Director, eLearning Technologies, JSTC 
Melanie Thompson, Project Specialist, Digital Education, JSTC 
Pat Stansberry, Assistant Professor, English, Metro 
Adam Zambetti, Associate Professor, Counseling, Westshore 
Interested in gamifying your course? Not sure where to start? We have created an entirely gamified FYE 
course site that you can use fully online, in a blended course or as a supplement to your face to face 
course. In this session, you will be able to play the game as the student would and, along the way, learn 
how you can gamify your own course.  
 
 
 



B3  
Becoming a Master Tri-C Communicator                 
Lisa Dobransky, Director, Content, JSTC 
J. Michael Thomson, President, East Campus 
This session will cover best practices and tools to connect effectively with our students, parents and the 
community.  Members of the Integrated Communications Department will discuss the methods to make 
communication work for you. Topics include: student communication project findings, templates and 
tools available, content creation, working with Integrated Communications staff to deliver your message 
and selecting the right communications vehicles that produce engagement and results.    
 
B4  
Writing Across the Curriculum Brought to a Computer Near You  
Harriet Tramer, Adjunct Faculty, Political Science, Metro 
How can students be nudged to broaden their perspectives? How can meaningful dialogues become 
part of online classes? Learn how writing across the curriculum has helped achieve both of these goals in 
UST 1010 classes and might do the same in your courses. 
 
B5  
Using Rubrics to Engage and Assess Students  
Chandra D. Arthur, Assistant Professor, Business Administration, Westshore 
Rubrics can help improve student success. This workshop will explore how the rubric can provide faculty 
the flexibility to design complex assignments while maintaining effective methods of assessment. 
 
B6  
Sustainability as a Teaching Tool and Skill for the Future  
Cheryl Knight, Senior Instructional Designer, Center for Learning Excellence, Metro 
David November, Manager, Sustainability, District   
True sustainability involves more than just the environment and includes positive social and economic 
outcomes. Come learn about sustainability efforts at Tri-C and in the community and available resources 
to connect curriculum with these sustainability efforts. Time permitting, participants will engage in a 
hands-on activity demonstrating connections between economic, social and environmental systems. 
 
B7   
Throw the Highlighters Away! How to Get Your Students to Really Read Your Course Materials  
Courtney Kelley, Assistant Professor, Psychology, Metro 
Brad Lipinski, Lecturer, Philosophy, Metro 
Brenda Boshela, Reading Specialist, Metro 
Reading and reading comprehension are major components of any classroom. Unfortunately, so many 
students either choose not to read or are passive readers, mindlessly highlighting. This presentation will 
provide you with the tools and skills necessary to get your students actively reading your course 
materials.    
  
B8  
K16 Best Practices 
Johnie Reed, Lecturer, Business Administration, Metro 
Learn how to build, through communities of practice, collaborative practices in today’s multicultural 
educational communities that cultivate the 3P (Purpose, Process and People) model of understanding. 
 
 



B9  
Bats and Bad Plants: Designing Creative Projects for High-achieving Students in the Honors Program 
Joseph Koch, Assistant Professor, Biology, West 
Do you have students who could benefit from a learning experience outside standard coursework? Are 
you are unsure how to encourage them? Hear how a wildlife biologist used the Honors Program to 
design creative research projects for students and be prepared to discuss how you can do the same. 
   
B10  
The Use of Standardized Patients in Health Care Education  
Yasser Jahami, Assistant Professor, Radiologic Technology, West 
Standardized patients (SPs) are paid actors that serve as practice patients and perform a variety of 
duties in a safe, controlled environment. Participants from different heath disciplines will learn new 
practices and fresh ideas on using improvisation to enhance this type of role-playing tool. The 
presentation will shed light on extending the role of the standardized patient to evaluate the experience 
provided by the health care worker.   
 
B11  
Project Implicit  
Ritu Sharma, Adjunct Faculty, English, Metro  
This is a scintillating session based on Harvard University's Project Implicit, which allows educators to 
identify and mask their biases and deliver their best to each student. It allows us to better serve the 
students and ensure their retention and success.   
 
B12  
The Chicken or the Egg? Getting the Most out of Application Problems  
Derek Hiley, Assistant Professor, Mathematics, East 
This session is for any instructor that uses math in problem solving. Participants will consider what 
makes an application problem meaningful and discuss how to help students get the most meaning out 
of their problem-solving. Examples will vary in topic and level of sophistication. 
 
B13  
Classroom Strategies to Assist the Good, the Bad and the Struggling Student 
Joseph Cummins, Assistant Professor, Human Services, Metro 
Joslyn Dalton, Assistant Professor, Health Information Management, Metro 
Irene Diritsky, Assistant Professor, Human Services, Metro  
Join us as we share different strategies to engage and retain students throughout their educational 
journeys.  Hear how techniques such as the Confidence Story, Got a Name and a Number, Saying No 
with Love and Vision Recollection support traditional and non-traditional students from their first 
semester to graduation.   
 
B14  
Overcoming Test Anxiety 
David Blech, Assistant Professor, Nursing, Metro  
Sharon Boris, Assistant Professor, Nursing, Westshore 
Help students overcome test anxiety by learning the power of positive thinking and participating in a 
demonstration on guided imagery, meditation and music relaxation.  This session will share information 
about methods to relieve test anxiety and improve student success.   
 
 



B15  
Teaching Squares and the Flipped Classroom  
Jennifer Dietz, Assistant Professor, Medical Assisting, Metro 
Sharon Stefanovic, Assistant Professor, Physics, Metro 
Cynthia Conaway Mavroidis, Assistant Professor, Biology, Metro  
Thinking about flipping your classroom? Looking for an innovative way to share best teaching practices? 
Attend this interactive panel discussion with faculty from biology, medical assisting and physics who 
each tried a flipped classroom model and shared their ideas through a cross-discipline “Teaching 
Squares” experience.   
 
B16  
Going for the Gold: From Chump Change to Becoming State Champs 
Stacy Arsenault, Assistant Professor, Medical Laboratory Technology, Metro 
Melissa Swafford, Coordinator, Student Activities, Metro 
MLT Students  
The MLT Club, in collaboration with Student Life, raised about $1,000 during the 2014-15 academic year 
and received matching funds to send nine medical laboratory technology students to the 2015 Ohio 
Collaborative Laboratory Conference, where they competed in the Ohio Academic Student Challenge 
and won the State Champion title. Join us as we share our journey from establishing our club to going 
for the gold. 
 
B17  
Besse Award Winner’s Roundtable 
Join the 2015 Ralph M. Besse Award winners at a roundtable that will focus on strategies for student 
success. The Besse award winners will discuss teaching philosophies, methodologies and strategies for 
motivating students to engage and develop.  
 

SESSION C: 1:00 – 2:30 P.M. 
  
C1  
Over 50 and Back in College: Do Non-traditional Students Need Non-traditional Approaches in the 
Classroom? 
Courtney Kelley, Assistant Professor, Psychology, Metro 
Teresa Markis, Adjunct Faculty, Psychology, East 
Adult students have become ever present in the classroom, but does the college classroom support 
adult learners? We will examine this question and share instructional strategies that support older 
learners. An interactive demonstration will allow participants to experience the classroom through the 
eyes of an older adult student.  
 
C2  
Experience “Mathematical Explorations” First Hand 
Serita McGunia, Assistant Professor, Mathematics, Metro 
Vanitha Parameswaran, Assistant Professor, Mathematics, Metro 
Cathleen Rossman, Associate Professor, Mathematics, Metro 
Michael Wilkins, Associate Professor, Mathematics, Metro 
Be a “student” in Mathematical Explorations, the new MATH-1100 course. Participants will receive a 
tour of the topics in this new course that will launch in fall 2016, and then they will be engaged as a 
student in an interactive lesson on problem solving, demonstrating in detail how our students will be 
asked to collaborate and explore new and advanced mathematical topics.   



 
C3  
Flip the Switch: Shedding Light on Formative Assessment and Feedback 
Sara Fuller, Assistant Professor, English, Westshore 
Rachel Harmon, Senior Instructional Designer, Center for Learning Excellence, Westshore 
This session will define formative assessment and identify its benefits.  Additionally, samples of 
formative assessment, quality feedback across modalities and formative assessment tools will be 
reviewed using QR codes.  
 
C4  
“Active”-ating Classroom Spaces: Tools and Skills to Promote Learning in Motion 
Kristina Ambrosia-Conn, Senior Instructional Designer, Center for Learning Excellence, East 
Sarah Greywitt, Instructional Technologist, Center for Learning Excellence, East 
Bridget Kriner, Lecturer, English, East 
Genevieve Luca, Assistant Professor, Sports and Exercise Studies , East 
Lorraine Ranchod, Adjunct Faculty, English as a Second Language, Metro   
This interactive workshop will discuss the benefits of integrating more physical activity into the 
classroom. Workshop participants will fill their “toolboxes” with movement-focused activities intended 
to engage students both physically and cognitively. From doodling to throwing a ball to activating 
concepts, being able to move more helps students become more engaged and focused.  
 
C5  
Icebreakers! Get to Know the Class Quickly While Having the Most Unforgettable Fun Possible 
Alan Gerding, Assistant Professor, Psychology, Metro  
Besides being a professor of psychology, Alan Gerding is a successful game designer. Have fun at this 
colloquium and play his award-winning, icebreaking social games, which help with team-building. Walk 
away with a free game you can use in your class.  
 
C6  
Sentence Smackdown for Sentence Knowledge  
Steven Smith, Writing Center Consultant, East 
Explore the possibilities of using an exciting game format to strengthen grammatical knowledge in your 
composition classes. See how Sentence Smackdown is played and learn how it may be used in your class 
with great results.    
 
C7  
Learning Activities — Old School  
Debbie Motley, Assistant Professor, American Sign Language, West 
Who doesn’t love to play games? A variety of “old school” (non or low technical) learning activities and 
games will be presented. I will demonstrate how these games can be adapted to a variety of subjects 
and topics, learning levels, activity levels and class time available. We will be playing a number of these 
games as a demonstration of how they can engage students, assist in understanding and lead to student 
success.   
 
C8  
Managing Conflict in the Classroom  
Tyler Olson, Program Manager, Conflict Resolution, West 
This workshop will provide participants with a basic understanding of interpersonal conflict and 
introduce basic strategies for managing and resolving conflict in the classroom. Topics covered include 



identifying conflict styles, how emotions influence conflict, student-to-student conflict, student-to-
faculty conflict and basic strategies for preventing, reducing and managing conflict as it arises in the 
classroom.    
   
C9  
Curriculum and Assessment: Two Sides of the Same Coin 
Holly Craider, District Director, Curriculum Development, JSTC 
Amy Eugene, Director, Learning Outcomes Assessment, JSTC 
Cheryl Kovach, Manager, Curriculum Development, JSTC 
Vince Schiavone, Program Manager, Learning Outcomes Assessment, JSTC 
Committee on Learning Outcomes Assessment    
This workshop explores the curriculum-development and assessment processes, the roles involved and 
the support available (who, what, when, how). It will highlight the critical integration between 
curriculum development and assessment. It will include examples and Q&A.  
 
C10  
Tools to Manage a Group or Teamwork  
Ky-wai Wong, Assistant Professor, Hospitality Management, Metro  
Managing group work can be one of the biggest challenges and headaches of teaching because of the 
complex dynamic of students working together. This presentation will provide tools to help assess 
student teamwork and enable instructors to effectively teach students how to work together in groups. 
 
C11  
Pursuing Student Success through Campus Co-Curricular Collaboration  
Bradley Lipinski, Lecturer, Philosophy, Metro 
Melissa Swafford, Coordinator, Student Activities, Metro 
Jeffrey Tuma, Assistant Professor, Philosophy, West 
Learn about our experiences creating, promoting and sustaining Metro’s I Think: Critical Thinking Series, 
a video viewing with guided and interactive discussion. The I Think series, a collaborative effort between 
the Liberal Arts Division and Office of Student Life has run successfully every semester since its inception 
in fall 2014. In addition to engaging student learning outside of the classroom, it empowers participants 
to start a discussion forum across their respective disciplines or campuses  
 
C12  
Nuts and Bolts of the Year-long College Schedule 
Michael Boyko, Professor, Criminal Justice, West 
J. Michael Thomson, Campus President, East  
The number one strategic priority of the College for AY 2015-16 is the development and implementation 
of a College-wide, year-long schedule. This presentation will provide faculty with an update as well as 
upcoming events impacting this process. In addition to presenting an update, time will be allotted for 
clarification and Q&A.   
 
C13  
Winners Tell All:  An Instructional Mini-Grant Technology Panel Discussion  
Cindy Potteiger, Instructional Technologist, Center for Learning Excellence, Metro 
Join your peers as a panel of 2015 Instructional Technology Mini-Grant winners discuss their grants, the 
grants’ implementation and their progress to date. Ask questions to find out about new and emerging 
technologies and how they have been applied across the College.   
 



C14  
Autism in the Classroom 
Nahla Harik-Williams, Associate Professor, Psychology, West 
Sarah Morgenstein, Assistant Professor, Visual Communication & Design, West 
Charles Patti, Student Advisor, West 
Have you ever had a student in your classroom who may be somewhere on the autism spectrum? 
Would you like to learn more about autism spectrum disorder and how to work with students on the 
spectrum? This session will include presentations on the disorder, services at Tri-C and classroom best 
practices followed by a discussion.   
 
C15  
Tri-C's Common Reading Program: A Postmortem on The Postmortal 
Sara Clark, Assistant Professor, English as a Second Language, West 
Lorrie DiGiampietro, Assistant Professor, English, West 
Theresa Gromek, Assistant Professor, English, Westshore 
John Rasel, Assistant Professor, Library, East 
Luke Schlueter, Assistant Professor, English, West 
Come for a brief overview of our fall College-wide pilot followed by a lively discussion of where we might 
go from here. Attendees will have the opportunity to share their own classroom experiences with the 
common text and offer insight and suggestions for next year’s program.   
 
C16 
The Adult Diploma Program at Cuyahoga Community College 
Vincent Briley, Program Manager, Gateway to College, Metro 
This presentation will review national and state-wide efforts to re-engage adult learners to help them 
obtain their high school diplomas through competency-based education. Participants will also discuss 
future applications of competency-based education at two-year colleges. 
  
 
SESSION D: 3:00 – 4:30 P.M. (optional) 
 
STRS Benefit Information Meeting 
This meeting is for Defined Benefit, Defined Contribution and Combined Plan members. We recommend 
this one-hour program especially for members who are early in their career (to become familiar with 
STRS Ohio benefits) and near retirement (to review their current benefits package). During this session 
we will explain service retirement purchasable service credit, disability protection, survivor benefits and 
health care coverage  
 
 
 
 


