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31001 Clemens Road Westlake, OH 44145

Faculty as the Key to Student Success

Unlocking
the Door:



AGEndA

8 - 8:45 a.m. Check-In, Coffee and Conversation
 Westshore Atrium

8:45 - 9 a.m. Welcoming Remarks
 Terri Pope
 Campus President, Westshore
 Westshore Atrium/Room 112

9 - 9:30 a.m. Keynote Address
 Alex Johnson
 College President

9:30 - 9:45 a.m. Q & A
 Moderated by 
 Allison Jack
 Adjunct Faculty & Tutor

9:45 - 9:50 a.m. Announcements
 Danielle Budzick
 Assistant Dean, Westshore

10 - 10:20 a.m. Breakout Session One

10:30 - 10:50 a.m. Breakout Session Two

11 - 11:45 a.m. Breakout Session Three

11:45 - 12:15 p.m. Grab and Go – Lunch
 Lunch stations on first and second floor

12:15 - 1 p.m. Breakout Session Four

1 - 2 p.m. Poster Session
 Westshore Atrium



bREAKOut SESSIOnS OnE And tWO
Please note: Topics will repeat during breakout sessions one and two.
Select one topic per session.

An Overview of upcoming Math curriculum changes 
Room: 140

In January 2015, the state of Ohio announced a new definition of college-level 
mathematics that excluded courses containing intermediate algebra from awarding 
college credit. A group of math faculty was asked to address the issue and create new 
pathways for students. As a result, almost all of the mathematics curriculum below 
calculus was revised. This session will give an overview of the changes and explain how 
the transition plan will unfold. 

Presenter: Amanda Hanley, assistant professor, mathematics

An Overview – From cOMPASS to Accuplacer for English Placement
Room: 138

The change from COMPASS to Accuplacer addresses both the Ohio Remediation Free 
Standards and changes in state funding for the College. More importantly, Accuplacer 
should more accurately place students in English courses. This session will review the 
changes and the process that determined cut-scores for English placement.

Presenters:  Ashlee Brand, associate professor, English
 Patrick Stansberry, assistant professor, English
 Gayle Williamson, associate professor, English

One door and you
Room: 115

This session will present an overview of the One Door – Many Options for Success 
initiative at Cuyahoga Community College and provide you with an opportunity to get 
involved. Your insights and observations on student success are valuable to this process. 
The door is open.

Presenter: Terri Pope, campus president, Westshore Campus

An Overview of the college’s FyE Program and college-wide 
coordination Structure
Room: 131

The First Year Experience is the umbrella title given to a series of interrelated experiences 
designed for all new students. The activities help students build connections and support 
systems that encourage completion. This session offers an overview of FYE at the College 
and campus levels. Participants will learn the status of major FYE initiatives, the College’s 
strategy for increasing success rates of first-year students and ways to become further 
involved in FYE initiatives such as teaching the FYE seminar (GEN 1803).

Presenters:  Janice Taylor-Heard, campus president, Western Campus, interim 
Denise McCory, dean of student affairs, Metropolitan Campus

Equity: Meeting the challenge of Improving Success and completion 
for All of Our Students
Room: 205

With a focus on student success, we have more than doubled graduation rates over 
the last two years. Yet all students are not benefiting equally. This session explains the 
importance of equity and outlines our approach to developing a more comprehensive 
strategy to achieve success for all students.

Presenter: Michael Schoop, campus president, Metropolitan Campus

(Breakout sessions one and two continued on next page)



bREAKOut SESSIOnS OnE And tWO (continued)

A Focus on the Humanities: the jack, joseph and Morton Mandel 
center for Humanities
Room: 207

Learn more about the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Center for Humanities. 
Tri-C is using a generous gift from the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation and 
Mandel Supporting Foundations to build a “community of excellence.”

Presenter: Mary Hovanec, associate professor, history

bREAKOut SESSIOnS tHREE And FOuR
Please note: Topics will repeat during breakout sessions three and four.
Select one topic per session.

How bad do you Want It? An interactive workshop designed to 
assist faculty with the incorporation of meaningful messages and 
experiences into their classrooms.
Room: 115

This presentation involves new ideas and concepts in teaching and learning. Participants 
will learn ways to make immediate, meaningful enhancements to academic experiences 
in their classrooms. It’s not too late to include these practices in fall courses and make a 
difference to students as they work through subsequent semesters.

Presenter: Holly Craider, director, curriculum, interim, adjunct faculty speech

two Acronyms remind how to perform excellent public presentations and 
classroom instructions
Room: 223

Everyone can improve their classroom and public presentations with “performance” and 
practical skills you can immediately start applying. You will learn practical tips, based on 
the presenter’s 30 years of teaching experience, for two areas:

1. Speechfear Management
2. Delivery recommendations

Presenter: Michelle Brady, adjunct faculty, communications

Embedding Softchalk Presentations on Plagiarism and 
Other Writing Issues in your classes
Room: 131

This presentation will allow instructors to take premade, re-usable objects and include 
them in their courses, learn a few tricks of SoftChalk to create their own objects and 
discuss ways to use this technology in their classes.

Presenters: Alexis Baker, adjunct faculty, English
 Sara Fuller, assistant professor, English

Student Participation is Key
Room: 140

This presentation will provide adjunct faculty with new tools to immediately increase 
student participation. Learn classroom icebreakers and student-success discussion 
topics. In addition, get ideas to increase purpose, person and plan activities across 
all disciplines.

Presenter: Ralph Murphy II, adjunct faculty, liberal arts



Exploring Educational Resources for the 
Mathematics classroom
Room: 205

Come and explore various ways to engage your math students 
through hands-on learning and discovery. Participants will 
be active in the demonstrations utilizing math manipulatives, various engagement 
techniques, and much more! 

Presenters: Mira Karac, assistant professor, mathematics;
 Jennifer Hirz, lecturer, mathematics 

unlocking the door to building Positive Student and Faculty 
Relationships to Promote Success, Retention, and completion
Room: 207

It is never too late to discover a student’s needs and assist him or her accordingly. 
Choose one student to focus on as a start. Identify and implement a comfort method to
build a relationship throughout the semester.

Presenter: Kelly Moranz, adjunct faculty, program manager, 
 captioning and court reporting

using PowerPoint jeopardy in the classroom
Room: 112

In 45 minutes or less, participants will discover the benefits of playing a PowerPoint game 
of Jeopardy in the classroom. Learn to take the game, provided on CD-ROM, modify it 
and use it in class this semester. Learn how to make arrangements to borrow lights and 
buzzers that add to the experience. We will play a special demonstration game and award 
prizes including tickets to a Cavs game!

Presenter: Gerry Nemeth, adjunct faculty, Trio SSS, math instructional assistant

Introduce yourself to your Students with PowerPoint
Room: 139

Participants will learn how to introduce themselves to students in new ways using 
PowerPoint presentations with visuals and audio. Presentations can be uploaded 
to Blackboard. Use them for face-to-face, blended and online environments. This 
presentation will build on previous PowerPoint knowledge and use it in a new way.

Presenters: Kari Vara, adjunct faculty, English
 Sarah Greywitt, instructional technologist, Center for Learning Excellence

cleveland History as a teaching tool
Room: 138

This presentation looks at the tumultuous period of 1950 – 1970 in Cleveland. It will offer 
rich historical examples that can provide discipline-specific context for course material.  
A roundtable discussion will look at ways to use this history in the classroom.

Presenter: Paul Hanson, adjunct faculty, anthropology



POStER SESSIOn

tapping into Empathy, the Key to Successful connection in 
Professional Interactions
Empathy is a quality lacking in today’s world of electronic interaction. Texting, emailing 
and social media often do not allow professionals in business, education and health care 
to develop the meaningful connections with colleagues, students and patients that are 
crucial to preventing burnout and decreased job satisfaction.

Presenter: Natalie Belle, associate professor, physician assistant studies

using blackboard discussion boards in class
Learn how discussion boards enable teachers to get out of the way and foster student-to-
student interaction. Discussion boards also help students develop computer and writing 
skills, especially relevant for developmental students. However, the discussion boards 
can also be adapted for use in any class at any level.

Presenter: Michael Catheline, adjunct faculty, English

Geographic Information Systems: Archaeology and beyond
Geographic information systems are becoming popular, accessible and vitally 
important to multiple fields. GIS are integral to understanding space, analyzing 
patterns and predicting outcomes. In this poster presentation, learn how geographic 
information systems can be used to create predictive models, assisting communities 
in responsible planning and, in this case, helping archaeologists find prehistoric and 
ancient settlements.

Presenter: Michelle Davis, assistant professor, earth science

Going the Extra technological Mile While teaching
Building a relationship with a student continues outside of the classroom, and today, 
that can be accomplished through technology. One way is by using the ShowMe iPad 
app. We will discuss how ShowMe has made things easier for teachers outside the 
classroom. It can be used to create videos for the entire class or videos customized for 
individual students. ShowMe can be used to flip a classroom or summarize each class 
lesson, for example.

Presenter: Ivona Maric, adjunct faculty, mathematics

tri-c libraries – What Are they Good For?
Tri-C librarians facilitate student success in the classroom. Learn more about library 
resources and services; partnering with librarians to bring research into the (virtual or 
in-person) classroom; and matching assignments to library resources to increase the 
quality of student work.

Presenters: Tri-C librarians

All you need to Know About learning Outcomes Assessment
The Committee on Learning Outcomes Assessment supports continuously improving 
teaching and learning by helping faculty identify, develop and assess student learning 
outcomes. Data will be presented along with information about participating in the 
assessment process.

Presenters: Anne Distler, associate professor, chemistry 
 Amy Eugene, director of learning outcomes assessment
 Patrick Stansberry, assistant professor, English



Secondhand Smoke: Passing a civics lesson into 
your Humanities class
This session will show instructors how to incorporate relevant 
issues in local and state government into their humanities courses. 
By extension, students will become more engaged in the courses 
and their local communities.

Presenter: Miesha Headen, adjunct faculty, business administration

What is Zoom and Why Should I care? using Zoom’s cloud-based Video 
Web-conferencing System to Enhance a college course or Program
This presentation will introduce faculty members to Zoom and look at how they can 
use the cloud-based video application in their courses, regardless of whether it’s a 
face-to-face class, a distance-learning course or a blended-learning course. In addition, 
learn ways Zoom can make a big difference in how faculty interact with colleagues 
and students.

Presenter: Kimberly McCoy, adjunct faculty, information technology

All About the center for learning Excellence – the clE
Learn more about your campus Center for Learning Excellence. The CLEs at Tri-C are 
campus-based hubs that provide instructional support to full-time and adjunct faculty. 
The CLE team includes senior instructional designers, instructional technologists and 
instructional support specialists, whose expertise provide a wide-range of support to 
teaching in any modality.

Presenters: Tri-C CLE teams

the Robert l. lewis Academy of Scholars
The Robert L. Lewis Academy of Scholars is designed for ambitious students who have 
a passion for social justice and want to make a difference in their communities and the 
world. The program requires a complete academic year and is divided into fall semester 
and spring semester.

Presenter: Viviane Buchanan, manager, TV and video services, 
cable television operations

Strategies for Maximizing Student Success While balancing 
Multiple Responsibilities
Get advice, strategies and tips for attending to students while juggling 
multiple responsibilities.

Presenters: Maria Maisto, adjunct faculty, English
 Kitt Kurtz, adjunct faculty, English

Early Alert - What is it? Why should I use it? 
Through Early Alerts, instructors can monitor student progress and communicate a need 
for academic intervention. These alerts are triaged by a Success Specialist who may reach 
out to the student directly to discuss any success barriers or support resources.

Presenter: Callli Mango, student success specialist

technow – technical support for faculty
Problem with technology in the classroom?  Technow is a one-stop solution for 
technology service and support. A trained technician will contact you in person, phone 
or email within 15 minutes of receiving the order. The technician can fix your problem on 
the spot or provide an alternate solution until the issue can be fixed.

Presenter: John Dolinar, executive director, EIS
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