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A G E N D A

8 - 8:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast
 Simon and Rose Mandel Theatre Lobby

8:30 - 8:40 a.m. Welcoming Remarks
 Simon and Rose Mandel Theatre

 J. Michael Thomson
 President, Eastern Campus

8:40 - 9 a.m. Keynote Address
 Simon and Rose Mandel Theatre

 Alex Johnson 
 College President

9 - 9:30 a.m. Moderated Q & A with Dr. Johnson
 Simon and Rose Mandel Theatre

 Alex Johnson 
 College President

9:40 - 10 a.m. Breakout Session One

10:10 - 10:30 a.m. Breakout Session Two

10:45 - 11:30 a.m. Breakout Session Three

11:30 - 12:15 a.m. Lunch

12:15 - 1 p.m. Breakout Session Four

1 - 2 p.m. Poster Session
 EMHC 240

Collaboration
n. The action of working together to  
produce something, especially in a  
joint intellectual effort. 

Commitment
n. The state of being emotionally or 
intellectually devoted, as to a belief,  
a course of action, or another person.

Civility
n. Formal politeness and courtesy in 
behavior or speech. Origin:  from civitas, 
civilis ‘relating to citizens’. In early use the 
term denoted the state of being a citizen  
and hence good citizenship.



(Breakout sessions one and two continued on next page)

BREAKOUT SESSIONS ONE AND TWO
Please note: Topics will repeat during breakout sessions one and two. 
Select one topic per session.

An Overview of OneRecord and Prior Learning Assessment
Room: EMHC 228

OneRecord is a data aggregator that pulls data from multiple College systems into  
a holistic view in order to enhance the service that we provide to our students.  
The tool went live this summer and is already making an impact in the way 
students experience Tri-C. Realizing many of our students come through the door 
with knowledge and experience that demonstrate an understanding of academic 
concepts, Tri-C is focusing attention on opportunities to recognize prior learning. 
This session will provide an overview of OneRecord and advancement in Prior 
Learning Assessment (PLA).

Presenter: Terri Pope, president, Westshore Campus

An Overview of Tri-C’s Strategic Plan and the Development of the 
Year-Long Schedule
Room: EMHC 234

Cuyahoga Community College’s newest strategic plan “reflects the natural 
outgrowth of an entire institution refining our commitment to our students and our 
community.” Six strategic focus areas provide lenses through which to concentrate 
our efforts. The recent development of the yearlong schedule and guaranteed 
courses, allowing students the opportunity to plan their academic journey farther 
into the future, is an example of what happens when we focus on the student 
experience. This session will provide an overview of the 2016-2018 strategic plan  
and the yearlong schedule.

Presenter: J. Michael Thomson, president, Eastern Campus

An Overview of our Emphasis on Equity and the Care Team Approach
Room: EMHC 236

With a focus on student success, we have more than tripled our graduation rates 
over the past three years, yet all students are not benefitting equally. Campus-based 
care-team models, tying together faculty and staff efforts to support students, are 
being expanded across the College. This session will provide an overview of the work 
undertaken to date and plans for the coming year to address inequities in outcomes. 
The session will also highlight the role of campus-based care teams in strengthening 
the connections of our students to their faculty, their programs and their College.

Presenter: Michael Schoop, president, Metropolitan Campus

An Overview of FYE and the Second Semester Experience
Room: EMHC 231

The First Year Experience (FYE) is the umbrella title given to the series of interrelated 
experiences designed for new students. Largely concentrated prior to the start of 
classes and during the first semester, these activities help students build connections 
that encourage completion. Faculty-led development of the Second Semester 
Experience engages students in gateway courses and strengthens these ties within 
specific areas of relevance to the student. This session will provide an overview 
of recent developments related to FYE and the expanded implementation of the 
Second Semester Experience.

Presenter: Donna Imhoff, president, Western Campus



An Overview of Attendance Tracker
Room: EMHC 122

The College recently implemented a new procedure for tracking student attendance. 
This requires that all faculty use Attendance Tracker to report attendance for all 
credit courses. In this session you will learn about the student attendance tracking 
system, what led to its implementation, lessons learned, and your role in supporting 
success and completion through Attendance Tracker. 

Presenter: Angela Johnson, interim vice president of enrollment management, Tri-C

An Overview of the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Scholars Academy
Room:  EMHC 245

The Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Center for Humanities is home to the Scholars 
Academy. Carefully selected Mandel Scholars take a broad range of courses in the 
humanities disciplines. They form teams to work with community organizations  
on projects that apply to their learning. This year, the center will lead and coordinate 
the initiative’s yearlong commemoration and educational events that will provide 
a lasting tribute to the historical accomplishments of the Stokes brothers, promote 
constructive dialogue related to social justice and equality, and inspire a new 
generation of leaders in our community who will continue the Stokes brothers’ 
legacy of leadership, advocacy and activism. This session will provide an overview  
of the Mandel Scholars Academy and Stokes, 1967-2017: Honoring the Past,  
Inspiring the Future.

Presenter: Lauren Onkey, dean of the Mandel Humanities Center

BREAKOUT SESSIONS THREE AND FOUR
Please note: Topics will repeat during breakout sessions three and four.  
Select one topic per session.

Creating a Classroom Culture Geared for Success
Room: EMHC 111

We encourage participants to commit to developing and creating the right culture 
in their classroom, and do so in a way that encourages civility through empathy and 
consideration for their students. Real life classroom examples will be provided, along 
with tips for developing and maintaining a culture geared for student success. This is 
an interactive presentation that will allow participants to share their experiences.

Presenters: Andrew Bajda, assistant professor, business administration 
Johnie Reed, assistant professor, business administration

Civility: Three important do’s, not just don’ts
Room: EMHC 228

Civility, collaboration, and commitment are interdependent; positive human 
relations count. Participants will be actively involved in discussion, question  
and answer, and responding to a multisensory mini-lecture. The presentation will 
offer three strategies to promote a civil classroom: listening to all voices, savoring 
effort and constructing effective activities. Research on civility will be summarized. 
Participants will share from their experience and practice.

Presenter: Maria Shine Stewart, adjunct faculty, English and humanities



Five Quick Ways to Personalize Your Blackboard Course
Room: EMHC 234

This interactive presentation will cover why personalizing your course matters  
to students and will provide a step-by-step how-to for five meaningful strategies.  
The presentation will give faculty the opportunity to demonstrate their commitment 
to students by improving their instructor presence in the Blackboard environment. 
In addition, the civility of the Blackboard learning environment should also be 
improved as faculty-to-student communication takes on a friendly yet  
professional tone.

Presenter: Kari Vara, adjunct faculty, English

Collaborating to Improve Online Learning
Room: EMHC 122

Learn more about the Westshore Online Teaching Certification (OTC) Series,  
a professional development sequence to support faculty teaching in online and 
blended courses. The series was created through the collaborative efforts of faculty, 
campus leaders, CLE and Adjunct Services staff. Hear from a panel of adjunct and 
full time faculty who have actively participated in the series, and learn how they  
have applied these principles in their online instruction.

Presenter: Leslie Gusching, manager of adjunct services 
Panel of adjunct and fulltime faculty

Incorporating Sustainability in Curriculum Through Collaboration  
at Tri-C and in the Community
Room: EMHC 124

A sustainable society requires collaboration, commitment, civility and active 
citizenship, and examples of sustainability can connect with any area of study.  
This session will outline examples of, and opportunities for, collaboration with  
others at Tri-C and in the communities around Tri-C’s campuses to bring  
real-world examples of sustainability efforts to your curriculum.

Presenter: David November, manager of sustainability

Keep it Simple: Math resources to improve the classroom experience 
Room: EMHC 231

The Western Math Task Force organized a collection of math resources that are 
available to instructors of the new Beginning Algebra and Intermediate Algebra 
courses (Math 0955 and 0965). The team would like to share these resources with  
you and demonstrate how to implement them in order to use classroom time 
efficiently. Please bring any additional resources that you would like to share.

Presenter: Jennifer Garnes, assistant professor, mathematics 
Panel of western campus math task force members

(Breakout sessions three and four continued on next page)



Building a Better Classroom Discussion
Room: EMHC 236

Classroom discussion is the simplest and most essential collaborative learning 
activity - it’s a joint intellectual exercise. This presentation will provide a brief 
overview of the relevant theory underpinning the necessity for effective classroom 
discussions, as well as review several applied techniques. Participants will learn 
these practical techniques by actively participating in discussion-based exercises.

Presenter: Bridget Kriner, lecturer, English

Give ‘n Take – Let’s learn from one another and help students succeed! 
Room: EMHC 117

The Office of Online Learning and Academic Technology (OLAT) is looking for a 
give and take of information which will improve the faculty and learner experiences. 
This presentation will inform faculty about a variety of tools which can be linked to 
their Blackboard course site. We will also discuss how to improve the online student 
onboarding process to foster student success.

Presenter: Cindy Potteiger, director of online learning and academic technology

POSTER SESSION

Enhancing the Student Experience: Commitment of fulltime faculty 
to collaborating with adjunct faculty
Gather information and learn about ways adjunct and fulltime faculty can 
collaborate to increase connectivity and collegiality – “uniting with each other”  
to enhance the student experience.

Presenter: Samantha Mencini, nursing skills lab training specialist

Maximizing Return on Investment: Participating in the common 
reading program
The Common Reading Program at Tri-C represents a unique opportunity for 
students and faculty to build community throughout the college, to enhance 
student engagement and persistence, to model intellectual discussion and to further 
develop our students’ critical thinking. By utilizing established modules, lessons 
and assignments, and with a custom student resource guide in place for every new 
Common Reading text, adjunct instructors are able to effectively participate in the 
Common Reading Program with a minimal investment of time and effort. 

Presenters: John Rasel, assistant professor, librarian 
Coleen Roy, assistant professor, librarian



Civility Games and Activities for Interactive Learning
Saving our planet is a civic responsibility. The poster will feature five interactive 
games/activities focusing on problem solving as students listen, learn, and work 
together. Designed to engage every student in a meaningful activity, these games can 
reinforce lessons, foster new vocabulary acquisition and lower classroom anxiety. 
Highlighted activities can be applied across disciplines.

Presenter: Anne Siebert, adjunct faculty, English as a second language

Throw the Highlighters Away
A recent collaboration resulted in the study of text annotation techniques and the 
implementation of the belief that when students are deeply reading texts, they are 
engaging in a conversation with the author of the texts. Evidence of this  
conversation is made visible through the annotations students create while reading 
and reflecting on the texts. This level of engagement while reading not only has 
produced higher student success in class, but these skills transcend the classroom  
to every aspect of life.

Presenters: Bradley Lipinski, assistant professor, philosophy 
Brenda Boshela, reading specialist

Collaboration Between Internal and External Partners to Foster 
Faculty Development, Patient Satisfaction, and Student Success
The Faculty Development Committee of the Division of Nursing and the  
Education Department at University Hospitals, St. John Medical Center (UH SJMC) 
have partnered to develop and present a continuing educational activity entitled, 
“Hospital Customer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems (HCAPHS): 
Patient Satisfaction and Nursing Education. The continuing education activity is 
intended for faculty, adjunct faculty, and nurses at UH SJMC. The teaching  
method consisted of having the learners view a vignette with a poor  
communication/interaction technique, group discussion ensued, and then  
learners watched a vignette with a better communication/interaction technique  
to solidify the understanding of the better technique.

Presenters: Kimberly Edwards, coordinator for faculty development, nursing 
Lucille Miller, doctor of nursing practice student, nursing practicum 
Aniko Kukla, coordinator III, nursing

What is Remind and Why Should I Care?: The advantages of utilizing 
a text-messaging program to support student learning in academia
Learn how texting in academia can help keep students on track during the 
semester. Data shows that text applications can increase awareness and engage 
learners no matter the age group. The presenter will share her experience using the 
Remind application in her own courses at Cuyahoga Community College. Student 
perceptions and thoughts pertaining to the application will be shared. The steps 
needed to set up an account with Remind will be provided for replication.

Presenter: Kimberly McCoy, adjunct faculty, information technology

Additional Topics Presented by the Campus Centers  
for Learning Excellence
Posters highlighting programing, training, and CLE activities will be shared as well.

Presenters: Center for Learning Excellence staff members
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