
SPOTLIGHT ON… Transfer and Transfer Center services.  Tips to Share with Students! 

The Aspen Institute and The Community College Research Center joined forces to develop a seven-year 
longitudinal study that tracked 720,000 degree seeking community college students. Of those students, 
only 14 percent transferred to a four-year institution and completed an associate degree This statistic 
highlights a critical issue facing community college students, and by extension, a critical issue facing 
higher education. A  14% actual transfer rate takes on even more significance when paired with data 
from a 2011 study indicating that more than 80% of students who began at a two-year institution began 
their post-secondary journey with the intent to transfer and earn a baccalaureate credential. The 
marriage of these two data points tell the story of hundreds of thousands of students who set out to 
achieve what has become a standard marker of success, the completion of a bachelor’s degree, only to 
find the journey from two- to four-year degree completion overwhelmingly complex and lacking in 
clearly defined guidelines and support. 

At Tri-C, roughly 80% of our students express interest in transferring to a four-year institution, however, 
far fewer students actually transfer, only at a rate of 30-40%. Tri-C has numerous robust articulation 
agreements with four-year institutions including dual enrollment and reverse transfer options. To 
ensure that students can take advantage of all the options at the College, the last five years have seen 
student facing transfer support rise in stature as an important College commitment. As of this fall, all 
four main campuses now have Transfer Centers to assist students in their transfer journey. By creating 
dedicated Transfer Centers, the College has been able to expand partnerships with shared campus 
based transfer support between Tri-C and its four year partners. We have also streamlined pathways to 
a completed Associate of Arts or Associate of Science degree that completes general education criteria 
as opposed to a course-by-course evaluation.  Given what we understand about our students’ desire to 
complete their degree and transfer to a four-year school, it is imperative we provide early attention and 
support in educating students with the latest transfer information. Recognition of transfer options 
allows students to view long term education and career aspirations as related to each other, creating a 
proactive rather than reactive approach to transfer and ensuring a focus on the importance of degree 
completion and personal advancement.  

Students can connect with a Transfer Specialist on any campus. Transfer Centers offer Success Week 
workshops and free college tours each semester. Additional information can be found at www.tri-
c.edu\tranfser. 
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