
 
 

 
 

Learning and Teaching Excellence (LTE) Mini-Grant 2018-2019 
 

The Tri-C Foundation has established the Learning and 
Teaching Excellence Mini-Grant Program to provide 
resources to faculty to support student success.  The goal 
of this grant program is to support program development 
and enhancement, and increase student support services 
that increase classroom success, accelerate students’ 
ability to demonstrate workplace preparedness and 
facilitate job placement and career counseling. 

 
 

 

Punya Basnayaka – Metropolitan Campus 
“Active Learning Environment in Engineering Courses” 
This project supports the development of visualization and 
hands-on learning aids to supplement the theory of 
mechanics and materials taught in mechanical engineering 
and pre-engineering courses.  Funds will purchase 
materials for active learning models with 3-D Printing, CNC 
Machining and other engineering programs in the 
synthesizing, designing and fabricating objects. The 
materials will also help students successfully finish 
capstone projects. 
 

Shelly Malberti– Metropolitan Campus 
“Transition to Concept-Based Curriculum” 
The nursing program is transitioning from a traditional to a 
concept-based curriculum to promote deeper learning and 
understanding.  This project will provide nursing faculty 
with unlimited access to over 100 live and archived 
webinars from the NurseTim subscription for 12 months, 
and the accompanying textbook. This project will increase 
student engagement by providing nurse educators with 
the necessary tools to create student-centered classrooms 
and clinical and lab experiences. 
 

Tyler Olson – Western Campus 
“2019 International Conference on Conflict Resolution 
Education” 
The Ohio State University is hosting the International 
Conference on Conflict Resolution Education, April 5-6, 
2019:  "Preparing Tomorrow’s Peacebuilders: Career Paths 
in Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution." This project will 
allow students in the Conflict Resolution and Peace 
Studies program to attend this two-day session and learn 
how they can directly apply what they are learning in the 
program to a career in Conflict Resolution and 
Peacebuilding. 

Tri-C Foundation mini-grants are open to both full-
time and adjunct faculty, and program managers or 
program directors. Proposed projects must fill a short-
term need for our students and also have a direct 
connection to the College’s Strategic Plan to promote 
Access, Equity and Success.  

 
 
 
 
 

Karen Latterner – Western Campus 
“2019 OSRT Annual Meeting” 
This project will allow for 8 radiology technology 
students to attend the 2019 Ohio Society of Radiologic 
Technologists (OSRT) Annual Meeting in Columbus, 
Ohio.  Meeting attendance will provide an opportunity 
for students to reinforce coursework, acquire new 
knowledge to prepare for the national examination, 
and network with other radiology students and 
professionals, elevating their level of professionalism 
as they embark on a medical imaging career.  
 

Michael Kenney – Metropolitan Campus 
“Digital Technology Enhancement for Online 
Chemistry Lab” 
Lightboards are used to provide personalized 
instruction for online courses, which facilitates student 
engagement and academic success. This project will 
expand the capability of the lightboard, enabling 
integration of graphics and text overlays, which will 
enhance the effectiveness of the technology and 
expand its use among faculty.  
 

Michael Piero – Westshore Campus 
“Enriching Trips for Honors Students” 
This project will provide funding to continue offering 
Honors Program students opportunities to visit, 
consider and discuss enriching cultural and 
educational opportunities outside the classroom, 
including off-campus field trips and bringing expert 
speakers to campus. By removing the barrier of cost 
and strategically connecting trips, lectures, and events 
to classroom learning, students become more engaged 
with one another, more engaged with the College, and 
more likely to engage with community institutions on 
their own (with friends and family). 
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