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FACULTY INNOVATION GRANT (FIG) 2018-2019 
The Faculty Innovation Grant Program is a College-
wide program that awards grants to full-time and 
adjunct faculty. The amount of available funding and 
types of work supported remains unchanged, but 
applicants can now focus on the development, 
implementation and sharing of their instructional 
innovation rather than managing multiple grant 
applications in a single academic year. 

The FIG will be used to provide support for faculty to 
design and implement new tools, resources, or 
techniques in their classroom (or virtual classroom) to 
enhance instruction and increase student learning 
outcomes.   

https://facultycentral.wordpress.com/faculty-grants/ 

 

Faculty Innovation Grant (FIG) Awardees 
 

Eastern Campus 
Anna DeToro, Adjunct Faculty 
Plant Science and Landscape Technology  

Dr. Leanna Ergin, Lecturer, Chemistry 

Jim Funai, Assistant Professor,                   
Plant Science and Landscape Technology 

Marie McConnell, Adjunct Faculty                
Plant Science and Landscape Technology 

Dr. Mary Ann Stuhan, Program Director 
Pharmacology 

Bill Whetsel, Assistant Professor 
Visual Communication and Design  
 

Metropolitan Campus 

Michael Kenney, Assistant Professor, 

Chemistry 

 
Westshore Campus 
Jayashree Bidari, Adjunct Faculty, Economics 
Lisa Friel, Assistant Professor, English as a 
Second Language 

Dr. Anne Distler, Professor, Chemistry with  

Dr. Jonathan Williams, Assistant 
Professor, Physics &  Dr. Beth Vaidya, 
Associate Professor, Biology 

Amanda Hanley, Assistant Professor, 
Mathematics 
Michael Piero, Associate Professor, English 
 

Western Campus 
Tim Balawender, Assistant Professor, Automotive 
Technology 

Catherine Bloor, Assistant Professor, Nuclear 
Medicine 

Sara Clark, Assistant Professor, English as a Second 
Language 

Dr. Holly Clemens, Associate Professor, Sport and 
Exercise Studies and Christine Phillips, Assistant 
Professor, Physical Education 

Julia Cronin, Assistant Professor, Math 

Michelle Davis, Associate Professor, Earth Science 

Karen Goulandris, Assistant Professor, Early 
Childhood Education 

Jennifer Hirz, Assistant Professor, Math 

George Kanieski, Assistant Professor, English 

Ted Schafer, Associate Professor, Automotive 
Technology 

Mary Skowronski, Program Manager, Respiratory 
Care 

Kathleen Tamerlano, Associate Professor, 
Information Technology 

Dr. Emily Weglian, Professor, Anthropology 

Erick Williams, Assistant Professor, Mathematics  

https://facultycentral.wordpress.com/faculty-grants/
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FIG Committee Members 
 

Eastern Campus 

Dr. Christopher Green, Interim Assistant Dean, 
Academic Affairs, Chair 

Dr. Ellen Brook, Associate Professor, 
Mathematics 

John Dolinar, Executive Director,       
Enterprise Application Services 

Sarah Goode, Instructional Technologist, 
Center for Learning Excellence  

Silvana Hrepic, Associate Professor, Spanish  

Dwayne Keeney, Interim Assistant Dean, 
Creative Arts 

Christopher Kinsella, Assistant Professor, History  

Samantha Posey, Assistant Professor, 
Counseling 

 
Metropolitan Campus 

Robert Shirilla, Assistant Professor, 
Sociology, Co-Chair 

Vincent L. Briley, Assistant Dean, 
Academic Affairs, Co-Chair 

Abigail Dohanos, Associate 
Dean, Liberal Arts 

Richard London, Assistant 
Professor, Biology  

Michele Nicopolis, Professor, 
Psychology 

Mark Rittman, Assistant 

Professor, Psychology 

Cathleen Rossman Associate 

Professor, Mathematics 

Anne Marie Yunker, Associate 
Professor, Biology  

Western Campus 

Miria Batig, Assistant Dean, 
Academic Affairs, Co-Chair 

Elaine Brunschwig, Professor, Biology 

Dr. Kathleen Catanese, Professor, Psychology  

Joseph Fell, Assistant Professor, Paralegal 

Tracy Greene, Assistant Professor, English 

Dr. Lois Hansen-Polcar, Professor, Chemistry 

Dr. Robert Johnson, Associate Professor, 
Counseling 

Kevin Kondik, Assistant Professor, 
Philosophy, Co-Chair 

Dr. James Lichniak, Assistant 
Professor, Physician Assistant 

Debra Motley, Assistant Professor, 
American Sign Language 

Dr. Christine Wolken, Associate 
Professor, Art 

 
Westshore Campus 

Chandra Arthur, Assistant Professor, Business, (co-chair) 

Dr. Danielle Budzick, Assistant Dean, Academic Affairs 
(co-chair) 

Dr. Paula Allotta, Associate Professor, Chemistry 

Amelia Caldwell, Adjunct Faculty, Business 

Tim Elsey, Adjunct Services Manager 

Sarah Greywitt, Senior Instructional Designer 

Johnie Reed, Assistant Professor, Business 

Jonathon Tarnai, Manager, Learning Commons 
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Anna DeToro – Eastern Campus  
“Soil and Water Testing Laboratory” 
This project supports a fully functioning soil and water 
testing laboratory equipped with soluble salt and pH 
meters for testing soil as well as water quality meters for 
testing ground water, city water and natural bodies of 
water.  The equipment will enhance learning by giving 
students hands on experience with soil sciences and 
developing a full understanding of how the equipment 
works and the procedures for its use. 
 
Dr. Leanna Ergin – Eastern Campus 
“ChemDraw Software and Molecular Model Kits” 
ChemDraw is a molecular structure and chemical reaction 
drawing program.  This is useful to students in organic and 
biochemistry courses because it allows for the 
visualization of molecules and reactions. The software can 
be used to show the complex features of enzymes, DNA, 
and other biological molecules.  
Model kits enable hands-on active learning in chemistry 
lectures. Students will use these to build, manipulate and 
better understand the structure of molecules.  These kits 
directly support the learning objectives of general and 
organic chemistry courses.  
 
Jim Funai — Eastern Campus 
“Arborist Rigging Safety” 
The arboriculture industry has seen great advancements in 
equipment design in the past 5 years offering a more 
controlled and safer work environment through innovation 
and testing.  This grant seeks to obtain some of the newest 
industry standard tools for rigging operations to 
incorporate into existing courses. This will be crucial for 
planned Plant Science and Landscape Technology 
curriculum expansion in fall 2019 and fall 2020. 
 
Marie McConnell – Eastern Campus 
“Growing Plants from a Seed Using a Precision Vacuum 
Seeder” 
A precision vacuum seeder allows students to grow 
plants from seed using different size seeds and trays.  The 
included mist system supports growth until transplant to 
larger pots where a drip irrigation system is used.  These 
three systems support student learning in PST 1391 – 
Plant Production. 

 
Dr. Mary Ann Stuhan – Eastern Campus 
“Repeater Pump Accessories for Pharmacy Technology 
Program” 
The proposed project would contribute to the student 
experience, as it would enable students in the Pharmacy 
Technology Program to gain experience using an 
established piece of equipment in new ways that are 
becoming the norm.  Student success in furthering their 
careers would be enhanced by the experiential 
knowledge they could gain with the updated equipment 
and the skills they would develop by program completion.  
It would have a positive workforce impact by making 
graduates more prepared for the activities they will be 
assigned in the workplace. 
 
Bill Whetsel – Eastern Campus 
“App and Game Publishing” 
The App and Game Publishing Project is intended to give 
Game Design students and faculty an opportunity and 
platform to publish Games and Applications (Apps) to 
various popular devices, markets and app stores.  Current 
hardware and software limitations in the classroom do 
not allow students to share or publish applications and 
games created in the environment. The project would 
give students immediate access to develop and deploy to 
an extensive list of devices and platforms.     
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Michael Kenney — Metropolitan Campus 
“Collaborative research between chemistry 
and engineering through digital 
instrumentation.” 
 
The ultimate goal of this project is to provide a vehicle by 
which students can design their own experiments. The 
research activity proposed will engage students in the 
design and implementation of a long-term assessment of 
the health and quality of a lake located in northeast Ohio. 
Working with faculty and students from the engineering 
program, we plan to implement a real-time continuous 
analysis of that lake and stream the information back to 
the Metropolitan campus so that is can be shared with the 
entire community.
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Tim Balawender – Western Campus 
“Thermal Imager” 
 
Students would use a thermal imager to enhance their 
understanding of various automotive systems and their 
components. Instead of using their imagination, students 
will be able to view a dynamic visual image of these 
components using infrared technology. Additionally, the 
students will learn to use the thermal imager as a 
diagnostic tool. 
This tool will improve the student experience and success 
by incorporating a technology that engages their interest 
and boosts comprehension.  
Additionally, this tool would be used as a recruiting tool 
during open houses and other recruiting events. 
 
Catherine Bloor — Western Campus 
“Radioactive Reference Sources/Lead Table Top Shield” 
 
The Nuclear Medicine laboratory's instruments are 
required to be maintained and compliant with ODH (Ohio 
Department of Health's) standards. Our instrument called a 
Dose Calibrator requires quality control procedures called 
Dose Calibrator Constancy and Dose Calibrator Accuracy.  
These are done with radioactive Cs-137 vial reference 
source and a radioactive Barium-133 reference source.  
There currently are 4 stations, and depending upon the 
class size, some students need to double or triple up on a 
station.  This will improve the student’s learning 
experience. 
Increased practice in the lab with these supplies will help 
the student to create a confidence going into the clinical 
sites, and create higher national board registry scores. 
 
Sara Clark — Western Campus 
“The Arrival by Shaun Tan, a wordless graphic novel to be 
used for ESL Language classes” 
 
The Arrival is a 128-page wordless graphic story of an 
immigrant's painful departure from his home country and 
his arrival and subsequent struggles to adapt to a new 
land. 
Part of this proposal is to develop a teacher's guide for the 
use of the text in each of our lower level to intermediate 
reading & writing and speaking & listening courses. The 
teacher's guide will contain at least three activities for each 
course that can easily be implemented in our ESL classes.  
Teachers who do not have access to the hard copies of the 
text can make use of the online resources that Shaun Tan 
has made available. The author is generous with the 
material for use in the classroom. 
 

Dr. Holly Clemens/Christine Phillips –Western Campus 
“Anatomical Models to Enhance Student Learning” 
 
Understanding movement as it relates to the 
musculoskeletal system is a critical learning outcome for 
students in the Sport & Exercise Studies (SES) program. The 
challenge for instructors has been finding educational 
resources that can meet the various learning styles of 
students in the classroom, especially students who are 
more visual and kinesthetic learners. What is missing from 
the current SES classroom are specific visual and 
kinesthetic educational resources including knee, shoulder, 
hip, ankle, and spine joint models and musculature models 
for the upper body and lower body. Currently, the SES lab 
does not have any of these types of models. In the past we 
have borrowed some of these models from the Biology 
department. However, it has become increasingly difficult 
to access these models due to conflicts of class time with 
Biology and SES. 
The purchase of the anatomical models would enhance 
student learning by allowing students to see and feel how 
the human body moves in ways they would not be able to 
do using a textbook or even anatomical software. The 
models would also provide a more creative learning 
environment to help students in the understanding of 
anatomy and kinesiology concepts. The models would also 
aid instructors and students in preparation for the 
anatomy and kinesiology components that are part of all 
National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA) 
Personal Trainer Certification exams. The anatomy and 
kinesiology portions of these certification exams is about 
25% of the total exam content. 
 
Julia Cronin – Western Campus 
“SRS Exit Assignments” 
 
This grant will be used to allow students equal access to 
online activities, specifically, student response systems. A 
student response system (SRS) can be an extremely useful 
tool for instructors while keeping students engaged, active, 
and interested. These formative assessments would be in 
the form of an exit assignment at the end of class and 
would use an online SRS. Using an SRS will be a valuable 
tool to collect data and allow me to reteach or clarify 
material for my students before we move onto a new 
topic. An online SRS allows quick feedback and data which 
can be easily accessed and downloaded. I am requesting 
iPad minis which will be loaded with the appropriate SRS 
apps to be used by students who do not have a device with 
internet access in class.  The iPad could also be used by 
students who would benefit from a larger screen due to 
visual or dexterity issues.  The size of an iPad mini makes it 
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convenient to bring to and from class and with the 
necessary apps preloaded and touch screen capabilities, 
students will find iPads to be easy to use. 
 
Michelle Davis — Western Campus 
“Technological Enhancement for Earth Science” 
 
This instructional technology requested will fulfill the need 
to enhance the online and Face to Face experiences in my 
Earth Science Courses.  In the web based classes, recording 
lectures for content delivery is an integral part of the 
instruction.  With the requested camera and accessories, I 
can provide my students experiences from the field that 
they might not have the chance to experience. This request 
will contribute to student success by giving them examples 
of real world earth science processes, and assessments 
which correlate with the course outcomes and objectives. 
In addition, having the ability to record lab experiments 
and present to the online labs, will give our online lab 
courses a solid foundation, and improve the structure and 
delivery of course content. This is vital in maintaining our 
TAG and OTM status for all of our ESCI courses. Student 
success in the classes will be supported in all modalities. 
With this technology I will be able to reach out to them, 
give them a more personal learning experience, and deliver 
a dynamic and engaging course, with a real world display of 
earth science concepts. As my course load is largely web-
based and in the summer semesters completely online, the 
need for a dedicated technology for content delivery is 
essential. 
 
The software from Go-pro is free, Go-pro Quik and Fusion 
Studio. This is a video editing software package, and I can 
train myself. There is no course redesign needed, as the 
technology and enhanced instructional methodologies will 
add value, but not necessitate a restructuring of any 
course.    
 
Karen Goulandris — Western Campus 
“Music and Movement in an Integrated Curriculum” 
 
The early childhood education course, ECED 1331- Music 
and Movement in an Integrated Curriculum is in need of a 
Bluetooth speaker. In this course, the students do several 
presentations where the expectation is to bring recorded 
music. Fewer students are using compact discs and instead, 
are obtaining music in an electronic format (from Apple 
Music, Spotify, Amazon Music) and storing it on their 
mobile devices. The challenge has been offering an 
appropriate playback method for these students. Hooking 
up to the current speaker system in the lab classroom as 
been unsuccessful. We would like to update our 

technology to accommodate the student's needs in the 
classroom. 
 
Offering the students an appropriate playback method for 
their music in ECED 1331 will increase student engagement 
and learning because they will recognize that effective 
presentations require adequate volume for their music. 
The speaker embedded into their mobile devices is not 
adequate for use with a large group of children. It is 
important that we model best practices in early education 
by demonstrating appropriate uses of technology in the lab 
classroom. Using one's phone to hold the music is an 
appropriate use but the speaker embedded into the phone 
is not adequate. Modeling the appropriate playback 
method is important in helping the students realize the 
tools they will need for success in their future early 
childhood classrooms. It used to be that we taught about 
albums and records players and then CDs and players, and 
now we need to update to mobile device use with 
Bluetooth speakers. 
 
Jennifer Hirz— Western Campus 
“Right-Triangle Trigonometry” 
 
This project is to give students an opportunity for 
experiential learning in Trigonometry, Math 1540. A 
primary objective in the course is for students to master 
right-triangle trigonometry. This project will give them an 
opportunity to go outside and use measuring tools to find 
the heights of various objects on campus- the height of a 
building, the flagpole on campus, as well as nearby trees. 
Instead of relying on "textbook" applications that work out 
to a "nice" answer, students will have an opportunity to 
discuss their "real world" calculations and measuring 
techniques and how those correlate to what they have 
seen in textbooks. 
 
George Kanieski — Western Campus 
“Interactive Handbook for College Composition” 
Courses  
We have numerous sections of ENG 1010 / 1020 at 
Western Campus (and across the College), and the College 
Composition sequence is required of the majority of 
students. While individual faculty would be free to opt-out 
of using the Interactive Handbook (in recognition of their 
freedom to control teaching resources that promote their 
own pedagogy and methods), I am confident that the 
majority of faculty would choose to use/ promote the 
Interactive Handbook for their students. To that end, I 
plant to vet the Interactive Handbook with English faculty 
as part of final revision to tailor it to their pedagogy.  
Students  
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Students in College Composition are a primary target, but I 
plan for all to have access to the Interactive Handbook.  
Instructors  
Again, full-time and adjunct English faculty are the primary 
target. However, certainly any faculty member could 
adopt/ encourage the Interactive Handbook to assist 
students in writing papers across disciplines.  
 
Ted Schafer — Western Campus 
“Student Registration Fees for the 12th International 
Conference on Conflict Resolution Education” 
 
This project will align with the college’s mission to provide 
high-quality, accessible and affordable educational 
opportunities to students enrolled in our automotive 
technology program. By having this equipment students 
will have learning opportunities in the said classes and be 
able to take knowledge of how to use this to the dealers 
that support them as they go through the program. 
 
Mary Skowronski — Western Campus 
“Manikin Upgrade to Provide a Bridge to the Hospital 
Critical Care Setting” 
 
The purpose of this proposal is to upgrade our mid-fidelity 
manikin “Hal” suite utilization by adding a 32” monitor to 
display vital signs and critical care monitoring.  The 
addition of this monitor will enable students to closely 
monitor “patients” during simulated protocols and 
procedures and better prepare students to enter the 
healthcare industry with job-ready skills. 
 
Kathleen Tamerlano — Western Campus 
“Enhancing student engagement with drawing-based 
student notes” 
 
This project will improve teaching by implementing new 
technology to create drawings depicting the steps to 
develop programming logic.  The ability of the Surface Pro 
to draw on the screen with great accuracy will provide 
tools for faculty in all sections of the impacted courses to 
facilitate and improve classroom demonstration of difficult 
topics.  This will impact student learning in that students 
will have an improved ability to review their own class 
notes to find errors, practice outside of the classroom and 
review classroom materials in the event they miss class. 
 
Emily Weglian — Western Campus 
“Expansion of the Biological Anthropology Collection” 
 
The purchase of these materials makes it possible to 
render tangible theoretical models for understanding 

human evolution.  Having these kinds of materials 
enhances immeasurably the experience of students in our 
classrooms.   
 
Erick Williams — Western Campus 
“Enhancing Student Success and Completion through the 
use of technology” 
 
The use of white boards in the Math Classroom for lectures 
will be replaced by the requested Surface Pro 6.  The 
features and functionality of the Surface Pro will allow me 
to use OneNote for all my lectures and project them onto 
the screen via the VGA and new Bluetooth projectors.  
Using the Surface Pro provides students with a multi-
dimensional approach to learning mathematics rather than 
using a white board. 
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Jayashree Bidari — Westshore Campus  
“Voicethread Discussion Boards” 
 
This grant funds using VoiceThread as Discussion Boards 
in blended courses.  Voice Thread offer a natural online 
interaction that lends itself to students presenting and 
defending their work before experts and peers.  Students 
can have conversation and make comments using a mix of 
text, microphone, web cam, telephone or audio files.   
Students are more apt to participate with enthusiasm and 
can participate from privacy of their own spaces.   
 
Lisa Friel — Westshore Campus 
“English as a Second Language Equipment” 
 
To provide high-quality education to the non-native 
English speakers in our community, we need to support 
the development of students' speaking and listening skills. 
We need new headsets so that students can make 
recordings and listen to class audio materials. Purchase 
new headsets for our ESL students and suitable storage 
for those headsets. Our current headphones are falling 
into disrepair and our current storage system is unwieldy 
for teachers. Students need functional audio headsets in 
order to make recordings and to listen to class audio. 
Teachers need to be able to store and transport 
headphones to class as needed. 
 
Dr. Anne Distler, Professor, Chemistry  
Dr. Jonathan Williams, Assistant Professor, Physics 
Dr. Beth Vaidya, Associate Professor, Biology – 
Westshore Campus 
“Reducing the Cost of Textbooks” 
 
Rising textbook costs are quickly becoming problematic 
for many students. The creation of open resource 
materials to support student learning is an area of 
growing need at the College. Open resource materials are 
available through many national websites and companies.  
However, these materials are frequently insufficient or 
incomplete to address any given curriculum. Many free 
textbook options do not have the extensive support 
materials (videos, animations, etc.) that come with a 
traditional publisher textbook.  Learning objects and 
resources created by faculty and customized to address 
our curriculum would best fit the student learning, 
providing more flexible delivery and added value to the 
learning experience. The creation of such animations 
would reduce and possibly eliminate the reliance on 
publisher-produced animations for the courses. By 
eliminating the need for publisher animations, an 
Openstax or other free platform option could be utilized, 

eliminating textbook costs for students.  Since these 
learning resources will be created and maintained by 
faculty at the College, there are also greater opportunities 
for creativity and for collaboration between faculty 
members. 
 
Amanda Hanley – Westshore Campus  
“Creating Reusable Worksheets” 
 
Developing a “bank” of worksheets for all topics in Math 
0910 with an organized list of links in which instructors 
can algorithmically develop more. Our students spend a 
lot of time on software in basic arithmetic, yet this class is 
often full of students who struggle with online and 
software learning.   The use of PRACTICE in the classroom 
is what helps the students the most and I would like to 
give our students access to an effective “paper and 
pencil” approach.  Comprehension of basic arithmetic aids 
a student in subsequent math classes, and can eventually 
save on textbook costs. 
 
Michael Piero— Westshore Campus 
“Integrating Video Games into Composition” 
 
This project aims to develop pedagogically sound and 
engaging ways to integrate video games into the 
composition class to teach writing. To date, my 
involvement in scholarly research in Game Studies has 
involved producing peer-reviewed research, building new 
curriculum (ENG-2770 Rhetorics of Gaming: Introduction 
to Video Game Analysis), starting a 
Gaming Club at Westshore, delivering talks on game 
studies around the country, and encouraging students to 
study games as cultural texts within a cultural analysis 
unit in one of my courses. What I have yet to do is learn 
how to integrate the playing, studying, and analysis of 
games into the composition classroom to support the 
outcomes and objectives of 
ENG 1010 and 1020. I have attended conferences where 
folks at other institutions have shared about such 
projects, and they are notoriously difficult to pull off 
effectively; however, with proper planning, resources, 
and support, the engagement can be amazing. With the 
requested release time, I propose doing the following:  1) 
Research best practice of integration video games into 
composition class, 2) Create a clear organized, and 
reproducible process of integrating multiplayer video 
games into composition classes, 3) Create a robust unit of 
lessons, and 4) Share lesson and results with colleagues. 


