
 
 

MORNING SESSIONS → 11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
(You may move from session to session as you like.) 

 
 
Slow Down and Teach: How a Faculty Learning Community Helped Us Refocus on Student Learning 
Room: G 206 
Presenters: Audra Jones, Training Specialist, ABLE; Julia Cronin, Assistant Professor, Mathematics 
Description: A diverse group of Western Campus faculty attended the 2018 Lilly Conference on College Teaching 
and used it as a jumping-off point for their faculty learning community. Some of us will share our experiences in the 
faculty learning community and how it impacted our approach to teaching.   
 
The New Classroom Technologies (ATCs) – Giving You New Opportunities 
Room: G 225 
Presenter: Kevin Dranuski, Senior Instructional Designer 
Description: Many of our classrooms now have new touch screen technology in lieu of a projection system, giving 
faculty opportunities to teach in ways that were not available before. Come learn and experiment with the new 
technology. You will learn how to use the touchscreen, a digital whiteboard, the document camera and more. 
 
Blackboard Navigation: Powered by Quality Matters 
Room: G 205 (CLE)  
Presenters: Sam LiPuma, Associate Professor, Philosophy 
Description: This presentation will take you through the basic navigation scheme developed by Quality Matters 
reflecting best practices for web-based teaching. The last 30 minutes of the presentation will be an “open lab” 
allowing participants to edit their own course sites. 
 
Delivering Lectures “From the Field”: Making the Online Course a More Connected Experience 
Room: G 208 
Presenters: Michelle Davis, Assistant Professor, Earth Science 
Description: The tools and methods to deliver real world experiences to students in Earth Sciences, notably from 
the summer, my research from Sequoia National Park. 
 
Creating and Evaluating Accessible Content and its Advantages 
Room: G 271 
Presenters: Michelle Reed, Specialist, Online Video Strategist; Teresa Kalla, Specialist, Interactive Learning 
Designer 
Description: The presentation will examine the legal and ethical aspects of digital accessibility, describe its 
advantages, and prepare faculty to begin creating and evaluating more accessible documents. 
 
Home to All 
Room: G 04B 
Presenters: Dr. Michael Flatt, Assistant Professor, Sociology 
Description:  Presented by the Tri-C SOGE (Sexual Orientation and Gender Equality) Council, come learn about 
Tri-C’s LGBTQ+ programming and opportunities including SOGE Council, Lambda GSA, and Safe Zone. Come 
learn how you can be involved in making Tri-C a best practices community college to create a safe, inclusive 
community for all employees and students. 
 

Afternoon sessions on the other side 
 
  



 
 

AFTERNOON SESSIONS → 1:30 - 2:45 p.m. 
(You may move from session to session as you like.) 

 
 
small Teaching: What Do You Do? 
Room G225 
Presenter: Debra Motley, Assistant Professor, American Sign Language 
Description: Define and demonstrate learning activities to be used in the classroom to aid in student success.  As a part of my 
PIL, I plan to write a catalog of various learning activities that will be applicable to numerous disciplines.  I would love to include 
your ideas and experience in the catalog. (You will be given credit.) 
 
Do You Want To Make Your Courses “Remarkable” This Year? 
Room: G 208 
Presenters: Joseph Fell, Assistant Professor, Paralegal Studies; Stephanie Greer, Lecturer, English; Rachel Kazmier, Assistant 
Professor, English; Sarah Szweda, Instructional Specialist 
Description: An Absolutely Remarkable Thing by Hank Green is an engaging text that is serving as the basis for the 2019-2020 
Tri-C Common Reading Program. We encourage you to use this in one (or more) of your courses! Join us for a brief overview 
and discussion of the themes in this work. The majority of our time will consist of a dialog about easy ways to incorporate this 
book into courses from a wide variety of disciplines. Don’t want to use the whole book or require purchase of the book? We will 
be sharing learning modules that will allow you to use selections from the book and to incorporate the book in a manner that 
doesn’t require purchase. Faculty who are using this are encouraged to attend and to share their plans. By the end of this 
session, you will be equipped with a number of practical ideas for utilizing this “remarkable” book! 
 
English Faculty Focus Group 
Room: G 04A 
Presenters: Lorrie DiGiampietro, Assistant Professor, English; Gayle Williamson, Associate Professor, English 
Description: Tri-C’s Dev Ed Task Force has been researching strategies to increase the percentage of students successfully 
completing ENG 1010 within their first year. Strategies being explored include these: 1) Increased availability of embedded 
tutors for ENG 0980 and ENG 0990 classes; 2) Increased access to computer classrooms for ENG 1010 instruction; 3) 
Mandatory academic counseling for a student who fails ENG 0990 (to include exposure to WCED options); 4) Professional 
development to assist faculty in teaching students with autism and other learning differences; 5) New Placement Provision: 
Require students who pass ENG 0990 with a “B” or “C” to take the ENG 1010/ENG 1001 pairing; and 6) New structure for ENG 
0980 and ENG 0990 (each course = 4 + 2 credit hours, with some students taking 4 and others taking 4 + 2). This college-wide 
English team is seeking your feedback, insight, and new ideas! 
 
Your Mediasite Questions Answered 
Room: G 271 
Presenter: Michelle Reed, Specialist, On-line Video Strategist 
Description: What is this Mediasite that everyone is buzzing about? Please join us for this interactive informational session.  In 
addition to gaining an understanding of what Mediasite is, learn what you can do with it and how it can benefit your students. 
You can bring your questions, present your ideas, or ask for help to brainstorm effective ways to integrate Mediasite content into 
your course. 
 
Blackboard Best Practices 
Room: G 205 (CLE) 
Presenters: Kari Vara, Specialist, Interactive Learning Designer; Shawn Haring, Online Learning Administrator; Debra Motley, 
Assistant Professor, American Sign Language 
Description: What steps can faculty take to keep their Blackboard course sites up-to-date while using relevant content from 
semester to semester? What are the best ways for faculty to share content with their students on Blackboard? Come learn these 
and other Blackboard best practices as you get your semester started. 
 
GEN 1070 Blackboard Workshop 
Room: GT 217 
Presenters: Dr. Catherine Rokicky, Professor, History; Dr. Emily Weglian, Professor, Anthropology 
Description: Come and work with experienced faculty to customize or develop your own BB site for GEN 1070: First Year 
Success Seminar. This workshop is especially for those who are teaching GEN 1070 for the first time, but all are welcome. This 
is an open workshop where faculty bring their ideas and get help implementing them. This is not a structured tutorial. 
 

Morning sessions on the other side 


